Chapter Twenty-Four
TOSCANINTS   BIRTHDAY   CAKE
FOR  ME,   THE  YEAR   1924  AND   THE  YEARS WHICH FOLLOWED
it were devoted to the introduction of an American-made
news-service into the European continental Press. This
involved convincing continental editors and publishers that
such a service would be an asset; signing them up as clients;
supervising the service at its principal places of origin and
in the most important centres of its distribution; and adapting
it to European continental conceptions of news interest,
while maintaining its impartial character.
To be objective in life, means to accord to others the right
to be just as subjective as oneself.
To be objective in reporting news, means to report what
one honestly believes to be the facts and to leave all com-
ments to the editorial-writer and the reader himself. The
United States are not usually concerned in the intricacies of
European politics, with the result that, from the end of the
Great War up to the present day, the news-reporting methods
used by the big American telegraph-agencies, or * Press
associations' as they are called in the United States, have
usually been as objective as it is possible for a journalist to be.
Since during the years 1914-1918 continental Europe
was just as overwhelmed as it is to-day with a flood of official
statements, semi-official and unofficial lies, false denials and
the suppression of essential facts, all of which, then as now,
went by the name of 'propaganda', a news-service which
was impartial both from a political and an economic point
of view, found a ready market among the leading European
papers of the post-War period; and during the course of ten
years, I was able to make contracts with a little over two
hundred newspapers in fifteen different countries in Europe,
which meant of course that I was almost constantly on the
move, travelling from one country to another.
After various visits in Central European countries> business
took me to Rome and Naples, where I had to negotiate for
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